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OVERVIEW

The year 2017 saw very little easing of the continued attacks on journalists in many
regions of the country. Violence, attacks, impunity and injustice against journalists and
media in Somalia remained widespread, systematic and involved a variety of perpetrators.
Journalists and other media workers were killed, ill-treated, arrested, injured, threatened
with death and intimidated.

Continued media freedom violations and abuses of rights of journalists were reported in
almost all the main regions of the country. Journalists were deliberately targeted as they
tried to report on the plight of the people, to independently inform the public on current
issues and expose serious human rights violations. Journalists and media houses that are
vocal and critical of the political sides in an independent and professional manner are
constantly targeted.

The National Union of Somali Journalists (NUSOJ) monitored, recorded and reported on
numerous cases of attacks against media professionals and news media organisations,
particularly in Berbera, Hargeisa, Garowe, Kismayu, Mogadishu, Galkayo, Bossasso, Baidoa,
Beledweyne and Jowhar.

Although, the number of murders has fallen, oppressive practices against journalists
diversified. Killings and other threats to journalists and media freedom have been very
serious. Four journalists were killed, 12 wounded, while 22 journalists were arrested and
8 beaten up, or threatened with death or imprisonment.

The last four months of the year were particularly bloody, considering that no journalist
was killed during the first eight months. Three of the four killed journalists died in bomb
blasts planned to take away innocent lives, and the country’s capital Mogadishu once
again emerged as a deadly city for journalists.

Journalists continued to face arrests and illegal detentions whereas some were beaten up
and others openly threatened with extrajudicial punishments in most major cities such
as Kismayo, Beledweyne, Garowe, Hargeisa, Baidoa and Las Anod. Somaliland authorities
have emerged as the sole authority that actively punish journalists by using the penal
code to criminalise what they speculate to be “false news” and “defamation.” In Hargeisa,
the National Union of Somali Journalists (NUSOJ) investigated numerous cases of judicial
harassment of journalists.

While the situation was very terrible for journalists in Mogadishu and other southern
regions, the situation was no better in Puntland, the northeast region of Somalia, as several
journalists were attacked and authorities made intimidation and harassment an everyday
reality for media professionals working in Puntland.
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Somaliland is one of the most egregious violators of press freedom as journalists have also
come under attack in its bid to restrict critical reporting and unfavourable reports. Judicial
Harassment against independent journalists is continuing in Hargeisa, Barbara and Borame.

Two news media organisations were shut-down in 2017 while six news websites were
blocked, thus restraining online freedom of expression.

2017 has also been election year, which led to a change in the leadership of the federal
government. In the run-up to these elections, candidates used massive bribes to buy media
support, which led to the flagrant abandonment of basic tenets of ethical journalism, the
erosion of professionalism and biased reporting.

Journalists in Mogadishu have faced shrewd censorship and harassment from both the
security forces and the ministers in the Federal Government. The consequences of media
censorship and harassment of journalists and media houses has been to create fear from
reprisal among the media community, which has resulted in a prevalence of self-censorship.

Despite optimism that the federal government of President Mohamed Abdullahi Farmaajo
would lead to an improvement in respect for the right to freedom of expression, the
situation continued to worsen in almost all categories of press freedom. Journalists who
voice concern or criticize the government are intimidated into silence, arrested or forced
into self-censorship. This makes journalists completely incapable of seeking out and
exposing the truth.

The media law that was passed by President Hassan Sheikh Mohamud government was not
fundamentally reviewed before it was implemented. The current government presented
a draft media bill to the parliament which again introduced manifold restrictions aiming
at restricting journalists and paralysing the privately-owned media. It also set strict
conditions for registration and facilitates broad interference by the Ministry of Information
in media matters. The law imposed draconian restrictions on the right to media freedom
and freedom of expression, and put the composition, operations and independence of
the National Media Council firmly under government control.

Impunity remains widespread as senior government officials brazenly threaten or instigate
attacks against journalists, knowing full well that they will not be held accountable. The
culture of impunity in relation to attacks on journalists, such as murder, intimidation and
threats is pervasive. NUSOJ, however, welcomed the arrest by Somali security forces of
four persons suspected of the latest killing of journalist Mohamed Ibrahim Mohamed
Gabow, and called for justice to be delivered through due process.

By

Omar Faruk Osman
Secretary General
National Union of Somali Journalists (NUSOJ)
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JOURNALISTS KILLED

Four journalists lost their lives in Somalia in 2017. These tragic accidents happened in four
months of the year, and the victims are all male journalists. Again, southern regions of
Somalia are the deadliest regions in the country.

No. | Date of Death | Name of Place of | Place of Reason
Journalist | Work Death
1 13 September | Abdullahi Jubbaland | Mogadishu | Succumbed to
2017 Osman TV wounds sustained
Moallim from targeted
bomb attack on 10
September 2017 in
Beledweyne
2 14 October Ali Nur Siad- | Freelance | Mogadishu | Died in massive bomb
2017 Ahmed blast at KM5 junction
3 25 October Jafar Al Dayah FM | Afgoye Died a firefight
2017 Mohamed between AMISOM
and Al-Shabaab
fighters
4 11 December | Mohamed | Kalsan TV | Mogadishu | Explosive device fitted
2017 Ibrahim under his car killed
Mohamed Mohamed
(Gabow)
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JOURNALISTS WOUNDED

Commitment of Media professionals to tell the story took them to dangerous places
where they were wounded. Twelve (12) journalists were wounded in 2017, most of
them were wounded in bomb blasts where they were caught in suddenly. All of the
wounded are male journalists, and the incidents took place in southern regions.

Date of Name of Place of Place of Reason
Incident Journalist Work Incident
Abdulkadir HornCable . Targeted Bomb
1 22 LI A0 Abdullahi Ga’al TV Wioarlidis Attack
Farah Abdi . Targeted Bomb
2 25 Jan 2017 Warsame AP Mogadishu Attack
Abdulkadir Kulmiye . Targeted Bomb
3| 221an 2017 ullahi e e
Mohamed . Targeted Bomb
4 25 Jan 2017 Abdiwahab AFP Mogadishu Attack
Mahad . : .
5 |19 Mar2017 | Mohamed Ao Mo | mElSEas)
Shabelle Forces
Abdurahman




Date of Name of Place of Place of Reason
" Incident Journalist Work Incident
Abdishakur
6 10 Sept 2017 | Mohamed Saab TV Beledweyne Vel Beils
Attack
Hassan
Abdulkadir Omar Targeted Bomb
7 10 Sept 2017 brahim RTN TV Beledweyne Attack
Abdulkadir
8 |140ct2017 |MohamedA VOA ey | s B
Attack
bdulle
Mohamed Omar . . Targeted Bomb
9 14 Oct 2017 Bakay Goobjoog | Mogadishu Attack
10 | 14 Oct 2017 | Abdullahi Osman l\/lagndeeq Mogadishu Targeted Bomb
Radio Attack
Abdigani Ali . Targeted Bomb
11 | 14 Oct 2017 Adan Freelance | Mogadishu Attack
Ahmed Abdi _ Targeted Bomb
12 | 14 Oct 2017 Hadi Freelance | Mogadishu Attack

LISM IN SOMALIA




JOURNALISTS ARRESTED

Unlawful detention of journalists took place in every corner of the country. Authorities have
given themselves the power to attack, arrest and detain journalists whom they deem to
telling or reporting on something that they do not want to be reported. Judiciary has been
effectively used against journalists, making any arrested journalist a “convicted criminal”.

NUSOJ documents below cases of twenty-two journalists who were arrested and detained
in different period throughout 2017. Somaliland authorities arrested most of the journalists
in 2017. Detained journalists faced trumped-up charges.

No Date of Name of Place of Work Place of Reason

Incident Journalist Accident

1. | Wednesday, | Amin Radio Bule Burte Reporting on security
18 January | Abdiasis Hiiraanweyn operations by security
2017 Sheikh Ali forces of regional

admin

2. Friday, 10 Mubarak Star TV Berbera Covering protesting
February Osman Nirig people
2017

3. | Friday, 10 Ahmed Said | Waaberi TV Berbera Covering protesting
February Mohamed people
2017
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Date of

Incident

Name of
Journalist

Place of Work

Place of
Accident

4. | Wednesday, | Abdimalik Freelance Hargeisa Publication or
15 February | Muse Oldon circulation of false,
2017 exaggerated or
tendentious news
capable of disturbing
public order and
offending the honour
or prestige of the
head of state.
5. | Monday, 20 | Mohamed Star TV Hargeisa Public incitement
February Bashe against UAE
2017 Hassan established military
base in Berbera
6. | Sunday, 26 | Hussein VOA Beledweyne | Security forces
February Hassan refused to state
2017 Dhagane motive but released
him
7. Friday, 31 Abdullahi Radio Kulmiye | Dhusa Journalist accused
March 2017 | Warsame Mareeb for not covering
Roble Ahlusunah activties
properly
8. | Tuesday, 11 | Abdurahman | Hangool News | Hargeisa Journalist was
April 2017 | Arab Daud arrested in order to
arrest the head or
editor of Hangool
News
9. | Thursday, Abdigadir HornCable TV | Hargeisa The journalist was
13 April Saleban arrested for covering
2017 Aseyr (Oday) people protesting
10 | Thursday, Mohamed HornCable TV | Hargeisa The journalist was
13 April Mohamud arrested for covering
2017 Gabane people protesting
11. | Thursday, Hassan HornCable TV | Hargeisa The journalist was
13 April Saleyban arrested for covering
2017 Harun people protesting
(Galayr)
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No Date of Name of Place of Work ' Place of Reason
Incident Journalist Accident
12. | Saturday, Ibrahim Hangool News | Hargeisa Journalist was
15 April Osman arrested after
2017 Ahmed publishing negative
report on Somaliland
police chief
13. | Friday, 5 [smail Universal TV | Jowhar Hirshabelle
May 2017 Abdulle administration
Sabriye accused the journalist

for reporting
false news about
Hirshabelle President

14. | Monday, 3 | Mohamed Somali Cable | Las Anod Somaliland Interior
July 2017 Shaqalle TV Ministry ordered his
Anshur arrest for interviewing

people who are
against Somaliland
administration

15. | Monday, 3 | Mowlid Som News TV | Las Anod Somaliland Interior
July 2017 Ismail Diged Ministry ordered his
arrest for interviewing
people who are
against Somaliland
administration
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No Date of Name of Place of Work | Place of Reason
Incident Journalist Accident
16. | Saturday, 8 | Omar Ali Goobjoog Hargeisa He was arrested for
July 2017 Hassan working for a media
(Omar house in Mogadishu
Serbia)
17. | Friday, 28 Hoori HornCable TV | Borame Journalist was
July 2017 Ahmed arrested for
Hoori broadcasting
exaggerated news
18. | Sunday, Omar Saed Freelance Garowe Arrested due to
6 August Mohamed critical comments
2017 (Omar concerning Puntland
Dhere) presidency and
leadership of Puntland
parliament that
Mohamed posted on
social media.
local journalists in
Garowe believe he
was arrested due to
critical comments
concerning Puntland
presidency and
leadership of Puntland
parliament.
19. | Sunday, 8 Mohamed Horseedmedia | Hargeisa Journalist accused
October Adan Dirir of defamation and
2017 publishing false news
20. | Saturday, Osman SNTV & Radio | Guri Eel Journalist posted
25 Mohamed Mogadishu critical comments on
November | Adan local admin on his
2017 facebook
21. | Tuesday, 28 | Abdirashid SBCTV Gabiley Journalist accused
November | Suleyman for misrepresenting
2017 Mussa Gabiley mayor
position
22. | Thursday, Abdishakur | CityfFM + RTN | Jowhar Hirshabelle
28 Abdullahi TV administration
December | Ahmed accused the journalist
2017 for reporting false
news
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WORRISOME ATTACKS ON JOURNALISTS

Journalists have not been protected from beatings, threats, kidnapping and intimidations
due to their journalism work. Eight (8) journalists had reported to NUSOJ that they were
attacked in 2017 by different authorities and armed none-State actors.

No. | Date of Name of Place of Place of Type of Attack
Incident Journalist = Work Accident
1 26 January | Hassan Somali Baidoa Threatened with
2017 Ismail Isak ' Press severe consequence
Online for a news report the
(SPO) journalist prepared

on elders killed at
Dayah Hotel terror

attack
2 05 February ' Ahmed Radio Galkayo Beaten by Puntland
2017 Mohamed | Voice of Police
Ali Peace
3 05 February | Rabile Radio Galkayo Beaten by Puntland
2017 Abdikarim | \/oice of Police
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No. | Date of Name of Place of Place of Type of Attack
Incident Journalist = Work Accident
4 01 April Hanad Ali ' Goobjoog Mogadishu  Kidnapped
2017 Guled Media
Group
5 23 July 2017  Mukhtar | VOA Baidoa Threatened
Mohamed with arrest and
Atosh deportation by
Colonel Mahad
Abdurahman, head of
Police of Southwest
Administrations
6 11 Hassan Ali | Radio Baidoa Stopped by security
September | Nur Hafow | Baidoa forces, ordered to
2017 delete report from
disgruntled clan
elders, or else they
will kill him
7 09 October | Mohamed | SBCTV Baidoa Forced by security
2017 Abdiasis forces to delete
Salad a video report he
prepared
8 14 October | Sabir Freelance | Kismayo Beaten by Security
2017 Abdulkadir Forces
Warsame
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Attack on Media Houses

No. | Name of Place of | Date of Reason of Attack
Media House | Accident | Incident
1 Universal TV | Garowe 5 March Puntland temporally closed down
2017 the office of Universal TV in Puntland
and accused of creating conflict
between people and the government
(Puntland), destabilising security of
Puntland, familiarised to spreading
false news and broadcasted news in
contradiction of journalism ethics.
2 Kalsan TV Hargeisa |4 Somaliland banned Kalsan TV in its
November | territory and accused Kalsan TV for
2017 falsely reporting visit of the then

presidential candidate Muse Bihi in
Las Anod
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PERSISTENT & PREVALENT IMPUNITY

Somalia has seen in the last year a continued victimization against journalists. Despite
modest improvements of the security situation, journalism is still considered the
riskiest profession in Somalia with 4 journalists killed in 2017, another terrible year
for Somali journalists.

Journalists continue to face suicide bombings, targeted killings, threats, violence,
unlawful detention, beating, and harassment by law enforcement agencies, militants,
clan militias, and political leaders designed to silence them, while the perpetrators
operate with impunity. The situation of journalists is worse in southern regions of
Somalia where most journalists risk their lives working in such a politically charged
environment.

A prevalent culture of impunity continues to permeate Somali society where abuses
of freedom of expression and media rights have reached unprecedented levels,
resulting in a serious crisis for Somali media due to impunity and deadly violence.
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There have been nobody made accountable for these crimes, specially suspected
perpetrators within the authorities. Cases of political violence against journalists
have been largely ignored by the authorities. Those who committed serious crimes
against journalists and other citizens often continue to live in the same communities
in which they committed the crimes, in some cases even next door to their victims.
Ending impunity for past and ongoing abuses is essential if Somalia is to end violence
and firmly establish the rule of law.

The victim journalists whose human rights were abused continue to be denied their right
to justice and an effective remedy, as required under international human rights law. At
the same time, perpetrators of abuses enjoy de facto immunity from prosecution thanks
to their association with political leaders of the day.

As violence against journalists continues to shed the blood innocent professionals,
freedom of association, labour and trade union rights of journalists are also grossly
infringed. Rights at work, in particular just and fair conditions of employment, and
the right to form and join trade unions are systematically violated. Media workers
are facing increased hardship that undermines their right to own their union freely,
and live in dignity, something universally recognized as a violation of people’s
economic, social and cultural rights.

This persistent problem of Impunity cannot be overcome until there is willingness
from the Federal Government and Federal Member States to investigate these
crimes against journalists. A compromised and incompetent judiciary, as well as a
highly partisan and undisciplined security force, leave little hope of justice for the
victims of abuses.

The current impunity not only affects the victims and their families but it also allows
the perpetrators to continue and helps foster further abuses. Victim journalists
and their endangered colleagues also feel that their voices are being ignored. This
might lead to aggrieved individuals to take action into their own hands, adding to
the existing problems.

NUSOJ has unrelentingly called on the Federal Government of Somalia to immediately
embark on credible, impartial and transparent investigations into the serious human
rights abuses, particularly violations of both freedoms of expression, and take action
against those responsible, regardless of their position or rank.
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UNFAIR WORKING CONDITIONS OF
JOURNALISTS

The situation in which Somali journalists live and work is exacerbated by unfair
working conditions for journalists in the region. Journalists are poorly remunerated
across the country. Not only are they facing inhumane treatment for meagre pay,
but in many cases, there are no structures to give them a voice in determining their
pay and working conditions, and for some, even their living conditions or personal
freedom. In many countries of the region an unholy alliance between political
power and capital has seen labour rights trampled underfoot.

A growing majority of journalists are working informally as freelancers with neither
contracts nor rights. Many journalists are employed as temporary workers but
work full time. They have no insurance or health and safety protection and they
are further faced with mass and unfair dismissals and government and employer
hostility to trade unions for journalists. Women journalists are the most vulnerable
and adversely affected in the rat race that practising journalism has become.
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Journalists are exposed to alarming threats and harm making journalism a very
dangerous profession that is ventured into mostly by the young and inexperienced.
The average age of a journalist in Somalia is 26 years. Besides safety issues, the
bulk of news content in the country is produced by journalists who are not fully
employed by media houses, posing significant challenges to existing labour laws
and policies.

A growing majority of journalists are working informally as freelancers with neither
contracts nor rights. Many journalists are employed as temporary workers but
work full time. They have no insurance or health and safety protection and they
are further faced with mass and unfair dismissals and government and employer
hostility to trade unions for journalists. Women journalists are the most vulnerable
and adversely affected in the rat race that practising journalism has become.

Cornered, cowed and demoralized both in news rooms by unfair conditions of work
and intolerable risks outside their news rooms, journalists need to be protected if
they are to perform their duty as frontline defenders of human rights and democracy.
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UN upholds case of ‘“very serious
nature” against members of NUSOJ
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The UN’s International Labour Organization (ILO) has, at the 331st Session of its Governing
Body, upheld in November 2017 a complaint submitted by the National Union of Somali
Journalists (NUSQJ), the Federation of Somali Trade Unions (FESTU) and the International
Trade Unions Confederation (ITUC) over repeated and severe human and trade union
rights violations, and unanimously approved a new set of recommendations issued by
the ILO Committee on Freedom of Association.

The UN agency used its mandate to direct the Somali government to rapidly report back
measures it has taken “to ensure that the FESTU and the NUSOJ can fully develop their
trade union activities without hindrance” and promptly institute “independent judicial
inquiries” for serious violations of freedom of association and persecutions of trade
unions “in order to fully uncover the underlying facts and circumstances, identify those
responsible, punish the guilty parties, and prevent the repetition of such acts”.
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The conclusions and recommendations by the [LO Committee on Freedom of Association
were endorsed unanimously by the 58 members of the ILO governing body and are a
culmination of several rulings handed out since the Somali unions and the ITUC submitted
their complaint in 2015.

“The Somali government has been found to be in serious breach of its legal obligations
under the international convention concerning the right to freedom of association which
it freely ratified. Having failed to execute repeated instructions, the government has now
no other choice but to implement the latest recommendations as directed by the ILO”
said Omar Faruk Osman, NUSOJ Secretary General.

The Committee finally overcame the prevarications of the Somali government by using
paragraph 69 of its procedure to force it to provide the required information on all the
pending matters, in particular an acknowledgement “that FESTU, led by Mr Omar Faruk
Osman, is the most representative workers organisation in the country and that Mr Osman
is the leader of the NUSOJ.”

Welcoming the government’s insertion that it wants to find solution to the problem, the
ILO directed the Somali government to find solutions to acts of “very serious nature”
particularly “the arrest of the NUSQOJ Vice-President; the assassination attempt on NUSOJ
Secretary-General; the assassination of a journalist, member of NUSOJ; and interference
from the authorities in the setting-up of a trade union”.

“Among these latest recommendations, the most important for NUSQOJ is the instruction
by the ILO to the Somali government to provide without delay a full explanation for the
arrest on 15 October 2016 of Abdi Adan Guled, Vice-President of the NUSOJ and on the
outcome of the investigation on the assassination of Mr Abdiasis Mohamed Ali, a member
of NUSOJ”, said Osman.

“We have already shared with the ILO the names of those who perpetrated these
abuses, including Ministers and other government officials. But the biggest culprit that is
bringing the entire government into disrepute is the Ministry of Information. There is no
national government position against NUSOJ or FESTU, and our unions are not against
the government as a whole, but there are those in government who continue to commit
abuses with impunity, putting the government under international scrutiny” added Osman.

The ILO finally offered assistance to help the two sides resolve their political differences
and facilitate a constructive dialogue, but, having noted that the Somali Ministry of
Information is still refusing to comply with the legal advice given by the country’s State
Attorney General with respect to implementing international standards, stopped short of
closing the case until the government fully complies with these latest recommendations.
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The National Union of Somali Journalists (NUSO)J) is a fervent
champion for media freedom, the rights of journalists, workers’
rights and for social justice in Somalia. Member journalists work
across the whole industry as reporters, editors and sub-editors
and photographers. Members work in broadcasting, newspapers,
magazines, and in the new media. NUSOJ systematically monitors
and conducts investigations into violations of press freedom and
human rights of journalists. The union provides accurate, prompt
and impartial information concerning attacks on journalists such as
killings, arrests, death threats and harassments, as well as acts of
aggression against media organizations.
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